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DENVER, Colo. - Sometime between 8 an.d 9 p.m. on a 
cloudy autumn night, newspaper reporter Bill Jackson 
turned his car onto· a deserted Colorado road. · 

He stared at the northern skies in disbelief . It was 1975, 
and Bill Jackson was about to have a close encounter of the 
first kind. · 

Emerging from the blackness was an enormous airborne 
craft - "as big or bigger than a football field, with rows 
upon rows upon rows of lights.'' The craft drifted slowly and 
silently over his stopped car, then vanished into the night. 

"I really hesitate to use the term UFO.'' said Jackson , now 
the agriculture editor of the Greeley T ribune. · · 

''But you stand out there on that kind of country night when there's no moon - and all those stars out there - and 
you just have to wonder, '\Vho are we to say we're the only 
intelligent beings in that massive amount of space?' " .. 

His is that knotty cosmic question that's been asked since 
Unidentified Flying Objects first swooshed onto the scene 
with the Air Force's Project Blue Book in 1947. Since then·, 
th'e citizenry has seen whirling disks and flying platters. 
They've told of flying sausages. Winged cigars. Flying yo­
yos. 

Then, a few years ago. it stopped. 
\\'here once the nation seemed under siege by objects that 

hovered and hissed and zipped and zoomed. the skies sud­
denly look dismally empty. 

UFOs, it seems. have all but vanished from the celestial 
landscape. 

''These things go in significant waves. but I would say that 
interest in UFOs is at a fairly low £>bb right now - probably 
the lowest ebb in 10 years.'' said Kendrick Frazier. a free­
lance science writer iiving ih Albuquerque. N.l\1. Frazier is 
L>ditor of "The Skeptical Inquirer. ' ' a quarterly journal of 
scholarly scientific research. 

Some might say that this earth-bound skeplicism was born 
in Boulder. Colo .. more typically kno'.m for its love of the 
ethereal . In 1966, the University of Colorado was awarded a. 
prestigious Air Force contract to investigate and evaluate 
UFO sightings. 

The historic and controversial University of Colorado 

I , . .. -� - . �J' .. 
study came to a hard-boiled conclu sion: because of a lack of impending change. that hung in the air. To this day, Sigismond and many other UF,O buffs insist 
concrete evidence, further scientific investigation of flying And there was something else: widespread UFO reports. that. the Condon commission was wrong. 
sau�ers was unnecessary . . Case closed. . For a nation hook�d on The Twilight Zone and Lost in Betty Ricigliano, 52, of Golden. Colo., ·still recalls· vividl1 · smce then, se,·eral maJor UFO gro�ps - determmed to Space, the notion of outer-space vistors was enticing. To the spring morning in 1960 when she witnessed what looked 
document . th� phenomenon - have disban�ed: One �oup scientists, it was_ a challenge. . . . like 1'a· submarine floating irl the treetops" outside her home 
that remams m tact', the �enter for �FO Studtes m �lenview, .In October, the Air Force. announce:d its selection of. Uni.· in Union City. N.J. . .. 

, 
. 

Ill., ackknowledg�s t�at It has recetved about a thtrd fewer versity of Colorado for an, exhaustive probe of UFOs . . . Al� .· Mrs. Ridgliano rushed to· the \vindow for a Closer look a! 
reports of ,UFO ssghti_ngs. . . . ready. the Air Force had ·.devoted nearly two decades to the noiseless. cigar-shaped mystery descending on her neig� ... 

So what s the deal, anyway?. Have ext;a-terrestnal VISI- · investigating more than 10,000 UFO · reports in its Project borhood. · · . ... . .: ·� t?rs taken a break from. buz�mg Earth. Or, h�ve .people Blue Book. . . . . . . . · . . ·:u was a wonderf�l sight. and it was �here,'' she said. "'I 
fmally accepted what. Umverstty of Colorad? SCientists. as- . .  · · university of Colorado was given the �onclusive mission: know what the Gaodyear blimp looks like; and this wasn't it. 
se;.ted .20 years ago � that UFOs �ere not worth purs�mg? To find out whether these sightings ·warranted additiopal This is something I've never been able to explain." · · ." . ; 

It .used to be, .10 ?r 12 years ago, If you called t�e Natwna� scientific investigation. · · · . · .,. · ·· · · . · · 
Carol Del Duca. formerly oi Fort Collins. Colo., still main: 
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be feafu�ed on the front a e.
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- gious, two-year project \�ould ·be tarnished by a bitter a·nd were

_ 
confronte� by "balls of light." said Mrs: Del Duca; \\·hd · · u s · r •'t 'ol' d b t th t o t tod · · · was 18 at the time · ·· ·· ·· · · · · · sophistication of the news media and the fading m 'Sti ue of \� n IC e a e a c .n mues �ve� a�. .. . . � . ·: · . . . . . 

space travel . . . t. · • . · . . . · ) q .. "·Fro� the perspecttve ·of ht�dstght, It's perfe�Uy .�le�r ·�at er, �be satd, · she and her hus.band -�.tsco�ered rashe� on 
•1'1n the · late '40s, it was much more reasonable and. ra: that _the mvesttgatlon never �as t�tended to be senous, said t�e1r bodtes: And •. she noted, th.ey had. lost ho.urs ·of ttm� 

tional for aDenver-Pos� managing editor to Say, 'Yeah, yo� Davtd Saun�ers, a former Untverst.ty·of"Colorado psychology st�:e .they ftr�t 
_
witness�d t�� �1zarre hg��- . . . · · , - · ·· 

.
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know, gee. they could be extraterrestrial,' .. said Klass. . p,r�fess?r who worked on the - proJect for 15 months before '·. Sti�l. to thts �ay, I kno\\ Jt.happened, said the wo":la�( 

"But nearly 40 years have gone by, and there's not a single �mg ftre� by Condon. · . . . . . . · · :.· · . . · · who smce has divor�ed her husband and returned t? OhJO, .' 
physiccH art ifact. T�ere's not a ·single, incontestible photo The proJect was .�raught �1th -bad bloo�; . another sta�f .• Mrs. Del Duc� · cla�med she · was .abl� to �ec�l � _�eta tls of the. 
showing a craftlike object that can stand up under scrutiny" member ·also was hred. whtle others ·resigned. After hl$ close encounter whtl�. under hypnosts wtth S1gtsmond. She 
he said. 

' 
firing . Saunders, who now lives in Princeton, N.J., fired off acknowledges that her artistic rendering' of the alien looks 

UFO buffs. of course. vehemently disagree with Klass and his own version of the investigation in his book. titled U!fOs? · rerz:a�kably like t?e ��1\t.ichelin Man :'''··· , 
other spoilsports, who would deign to rain on the astral Y�s. . . . . S1g1smond has mten•tewed yet another Colorado · couple, 
parade. 'Th_e whole pomt of the Condon Commtsswn wa� to gtve .. who _claimed· to �avec been brou[ht aboard a spacecraft and 

Richard Sigismond of Boulder has inYcstigated the UF.O the A!; F?rc� an excu�? to 
.
cl os� th_c doors on ProJ�C� Bl

.
ue _ medtcally exammed. . .:. . ., . ···' 

phenomenon for more than 30 vears. inten·iewing witnesses Boo�. satd Saun_ders. It �'Vas costmg them monej, Jt \\as In 1980, a Longmont. Colo .. couplE: satd the)' were abducted 
throughout the world, often under hypnosis. costm.� them thetr reputatiOn . It was an embarrassment to by aliens 24 miles north of Denvcr. Under hypnosis. Sigh;· 

His exhaustive research, says Sigismond . makes one thing them. . . . . ,. . �_ond �aid. the Longmont man sketche�-a series of pictures, 
perfectly clear: there is something out there. �?nd�n was an avowed �kept!�, somcth .mg hts harshc�t mclu�mg .a sauc�r-shaped craft and th.e_ · face of a bald hu-. "My conclusion. on the strength of the e\'idence. is tfiat this c.rld_cs mterpreted. as �uinght b1as. But 1t �·as Comlon s manotd wtth a htgh forehead and hollow eyes. 
country and planet have been under sun·£>illance by a h ighly fmdmgs that most m.funated. the pro-UFO fachon . . That all th�s might sound a trifle daffy. is .. pr.ecisely the 
advanced society of unknown origin - presumably extra· Heleased in January 1969. Condon concluded in a 1,465- problem. say Sigismond and other UFO· supporters. who 
terrestrial," said Sigismond. . page report that further study of UFOs wa�n't worth it.. The believe the UFO phenomenon is vastly under--reported. 

"I don't care who says otherwise. There is enough evi- S539,740
.
study

. 
uncovere_d no evidence that "flying saucers" · "People ·still ha·\·e that h�ar of reporti ng because they're' 

dence." \V ere bemg flown by b.emgs from outet space . afraid of being laughed at.'' said Sherman Larsen , a eo· 
For scientists, 1966 was a turning point in the UFO debate. Not long later, the Air Force snapped .shut Project l31ue · founder of the Center "for UFO" Studies in Illinois. ''You might 
Throughout the country, there was a scent of rebellion, of �oak; the government was out of the flying saucer busi.ness. be crazy as a bed bug, but we don ' t laue:h al you here." 

s-c oTfPARK.�R.. UtA COvp--J::. 
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